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RECOGNIZING ANTIOCH 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th district of the great state of Flor-
ida, I rise today to recognize Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church as they celebrate and 
dedicate the completion of their new church 
building and campus, the ‘‘Dwelling Place.’’ 

Founded in 1957, Antioch opened the doors 
of its first church building in 1961. Because of 
the growing congregation, construction of a 
larger building was necessary and began in 
1973 and was completed in 1985. Antioch’s 
membership continued to increase requiring 
the construction of a 2,000–seat sanctuary 
and administrative building which was com-
pleted in 1998. 

In 1991, Pastor Arthur Jackson, III, became 
Senior Pastor of Antioch Missionary Baptist 
Church. Under his leadership, ‘‘20/20 Vision’’ 
a capital stewardship campaign was launched. 
‘‘20/20 Vision,’’ a five-year plan was initiated in 
an effort to accommodate the growing mem-
bership by constructing a larger worship cen-
ter, the ‘‘Dwelling Place.’’ The ‘‘Dwelling 
Place’’ includes a 3,000-seat worship center 
and adds 56,000 square feet to the campus. 

The completion of construction of this new 
building is a great feat to commemorate, as 
the congregation has been able to persevere 
through such difficult times during the Corona 
virus pandemic. After a year and a half of vir-
tual services, Antioch’s in-person services will 
resume in the new sanctuary. The ‘‘Dwelling 
Place’’ will make Antioch one of the largest 
churches in South Florida. 

Under the leadership of Pastor Arthur Jack-
son, III, the church has been able to fulfill their 
‘‘20/20 Vision’’ of building a campus that will 
glorify God throughout the entire process, ex-
pand and enhance the ministry and programs 
designed to advance God’s Kingdom, and 
build in a manner which good stewardship will 
be exemplified. 

Reverend Arthur Jackson, III has served as 
Senior Pastor/Teacher of the Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, since March 8, 1991. 
A native of South Florida, Pastor Jackson is 
the son of Reverend and Mrs. Arthur Jackson, 
Jr. Pastor Jackson was licensed as a Minister 
on October 9, 1988, at the New Shiloh Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Miami, Florida where 
he served as an Associate Minister under the 
leadership of his father, Rev. Arthur Jackson, 
Jr. 

A man of great character, integrity, wisdom, 
and counsel, Pastor Jackson’s consistent obe-
dience to God has taken the Antioch con-
gregation from the ‘‘Faithful Fifty’’ to a blos-
soming ministry of over 7,000 that continues 
to grow at record pace. 

The Antioch Missionary Baptist Church is a 
Word-centered ministry existing to evangelize 
the lost, to equip and empower God’s people, 

and to lead them to eternal salvation in Christ 
Jesus. 

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church has two 
locations in South Florida with campuses in 
Miami Gardens and Fort Lauderdale. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues and 
all Americans to please join me in recognizing 
the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church for its 
contributions and commitment to the citizens 
of our community, state and country. 

f 

HONORING THE BELLEVILLE 
FOOTBALL TEAM 2021 MHSAA DI-
VISION I FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Belleville Football 
Team, the victors of the 2021 MHSAA Division 
1 Football State Championship. This team’s 
tremendous accomplishment is worthy of com-
mendation. 

On November 27, 2021, the Belleville Tigers 
and Rochester Adams Highlanders met at 
Ford Field in Detroit for the Division 1 cham-
pionship game. After being up 21–20 at the 
half, the Belleville Tigers quickly established a 
divisive lead in the third quarter. In a stunning 
victory, the Belleville Tigers won the state 
championship and defeated Rochester Adams 
with a score of 55–33. 

In a season that was as challenging as it 
was rewarding, the Tigers’ tireless dedication 
to football and commitment to teamwork paid 
off when they became state champions for the 
first time in school history. These players 
proved that with hard work and confidence in 
one’s teammates, there is no obstacle that is 
too big to overcome. The Belleville Tigers 
have made our community proud, and we are 
all excited to celebrate this achievement 
alongside them. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in honoring the Belleville Football 
Team as they celebrate winning the 2021 
state championship. Please join me in con-
gratulating the Tigers on a fantastic victory 
and wishing them the best of luck in the years 
ahead. Go Tigers. 

f 

HONORING THE SPRING GROVE 
GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Spring Grove Area High 
School girls’ volleyball team for winning the 
PIAA Class 3A volleyball championship last 
month, with a 3–1 victory over Hampton. 

Spring Grove’s path to the championship 
was not always certain, as they faced difficult 

competition in the state semifinals and quar-
terfinals. Thanks to their passion and hard 
work, the team rose to the challenges and 
emerged victorious, becoming state cham-
pions, and finishing out the season with a 
nearly undefeated record. Their win marks the 
first time that Spring Grove Area School Dis-
trict has ever won a state championship in 
volleyball and just the second time that the 
district has won a state championship. This is 
an incredible achievement and one of which 
the players, their parents, and head coach, Liz 
Zeigler, should be enormously proud. 

Congratulations to the team for this accom-
plishment and I wish the graduating seniors 
the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF MOTHER PEARLIE MAE 
STRANGE 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life and legacy of 
Mother Pearlie Mae Strange, a beloved moth-
er, grandmother, great grandmother, friend, 
devout Christian, and prayer warrior. 

Mother Strange was born on April 1, 1934 
in Miami, Florida to the James and Arizona 
Joseph. Her upbringing was grounded by lov-
ing, hardworking parents, and a strong foun-
dation in the home which was built upon Mat-
hews 19:19, ‘‘Honor thy father and thy moth-
er,’’ and the old saying, ‘‘A family that prays 
together stays together.’’ As the second of 
eleven siblings she assumed a nurturing and 
motherly role at an early age, and she used 
that same unselfish love from her parents and 
the strong foundation upon which her values 
were built to guide her in carrying out those 
roles. 

By Divine Providence, Mother Strange met 
and later married the love of her life, Rev-
erend Dr. Willie Lee Strange, Sr. and on May 
2, 1955 the two were joined in holy matri-
mony. They were blessed with ten children, 
who blessed them with 27 grandchildren, 17 
great grandchildren, 3 great-great children and 
an additional great-great grandchild on the 
way. 

As a loving and encouraging wife, Mother 
Strange supported her husband throughout his 
pastoral walk and served as First Lady of Cov-
enant Missionary Baptist Church, New Mt. 
Moriah Holy Cross Missionary Baptist Church, 
and Greater Holy Cross Missionary Baptist 
church. She served in other areas of the Min-
istry including the Pastor Aid Board, the Wom-
en’s Ministry, the Youth Ministry, and Sunday 
School Teacher. 

Mother Strange later joined New Jerusalem 
Primitive Baptist Church under the leadership 
of Elder Dr. Kenneth A. Duke, Sr., where she 
served as Church Mother. In 2007, upon the 
pastoral installation of her son, Rev. Dr. Billy 
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W.L. Strange, Jr., she transferred her mem-
bership to Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church where, as an avid prayer warrior, she 
faithfully served in the Prayer Line Ministry 
and in the capacity of President of the Moth-
er’s Board until her passing. 

Mother Strange matriculated through the 
Miami-Dade County Public School System. In 
her later years, after fulfilling the command to 
‘‘train up a child . . .’’, she pursued a per-
sonal lifelong dream of becoming a Beau-
tician. She enrolled in the Cosmetology Pro-
gram at Miami Jackson Technical School and 
later obtained her Certificate as a Licensed 
Florida Cosmetologist in 1982. God blessed 
the works of her hands as she pursued her 
passion in the beauty industry by working at 
several salons, including the Theatrical Beauty 
Salon under the tutelage of the late Mrs. Ella 
Moncur. Mother Strange fulfilled her lifelong 
dream and established her own home-based 
salon. 

Mother Pearlie Mae Strange was preceded 
in death by her husband, parents, four chil-
dren, two grandsons, and four brothers. She 
leaves precious memories to be cherished by 
her sons: Rev. Billy W.L. Strange, Jr., 
Mareiece Strange (Earnestina), Larry Strange 
and Donald Strange; daughters Agnes 
Strange (Andy), Marva Bates (Michael), and 
Tonia Dudley (Billy); devoted sisters Luella 
Page, Francis Williams and Genice Scott; 
dedicated brothers Glenroy Joseph, Terry Jo-
seph, Sr. (Diana) and Ernest Davis. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues and 
all Americans to please join me in honoring 
the late Mother Pearlie Mae Strange for her 
untiring love and dedication to her family and 
her community, and for her strong walk in 
Christian faith as she has dedicated her life to 
helping others. 

f 

LIFE AND LEGACY OF DR. SHARON 
BAILEY 

HON. JOE NEGUSE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and remember the life of Dr. Sharon 
Bailey. 

Dr. Bailey, a proud Coloradan, Princeton 
graduate, and accomplished leader, dedicated 
her life to guaranteeing students of color, 
teachers, and administrators in Colorado and 
across the nation had the means necessary to 
both achieve and provide a high quality of 
education. She is survived by her husband 
and my friend, John, her three sons, five 
grandchildren, and a generation forever im-
pacted by her influence. 

Dr. Bailey was a passionate and dedicated 
leader, and a pivotal force on the Denver Pub-
lic School Board to ensure quality education 
for all. 

Throughout her life she championed the 
need for a deeper understanding of the experi-
ences of the Black community in education 
and worked to ensure that all children are 
given the same opportunity to succeed. 

The accomplishments of her life in service 
will continue to be felt throughout the state of 
Colorado for years to come, and her legacy 
will not soon be forgotten. 

My thoughts and prayers are with John and 
all of Dr. Bailey’s family and friends. As we 

mourn her passing, we will remember her life 
and be inspired by her wisdom and tenacity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOSEPH 
K. DOWLEY 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, our Ways and 
Means family mourns the passing of Joseph 
K. Dowley. Joe was the Committee’s Chief 
Counsel during the 1980s, who left us an im-
portant legacy in the Tax Reform Act of 1986, 
for which he did so much to enact into law. 

Joe became Ways and Means Chief Coun-
sel in 1984 after earning undergraduate and 
law degrees from Georgetown University, 
Army service in Vietnam, and employment as 
administrative assistant to my friend, former 
Chairman Dan Rostenkowski. He was a deft 
tax technician who not only knew what was 
broken, but also how to fix it. He never forgot 
that lawmaking is the art of the possible, and 
was ready when Chairman Rostenkowski ac-
cepted President Ronald Reagan’s challenge 
to undertake comprehensive tax reform. His 
patient but relentless pursuit of that lofty goal 
helped create the political alchemy that made 
an initially improbable goal inevitable. 

Success didn’t come quickly or easily. As 
with any major piece of legislation, the proc-
ess was a combination of the tense and the 
tedious. My colleagues writing the act recall it 
as a challenging time when long hours some-
times resulted in short tempers. But Joe’s 
calm combination of competence and con-
fidence kept the legislative train moving to-
ward the inevitable compromises that signal 
success. 

As the current Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, I now more deeply appre-
ciate the role he played as an exemplary staff-
er, enabling those of us elected to enact legis-
lation to do so by drawing the map that trans-
lated an idea into a legislative proposal that 
could become a workable law. 

After leaving Capitol Hill, Joe continued to 
be an active member of Washington’s tax 
community. His service to Congress wasn’t 
easy, and there are few who have done it as 
well. He remains a role model for doing seri-
ous business in a humane way, and we will 
miss him. We join his wife Carol and his entire 
family in mourning his passing. 

f 

REMEMBERING FRED HIATT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay my respects to Fred Hiatt, the longtime 
editorial page editor of the Washington Post 
whose authoritative and thoughtful voice on 
thousands of issues of public policy helped to 
strengthen our democracy. Mr. Hiatt, a 40- 
year veteran of the Post and a three-time Pul-
itzer Prize finalist, oversaw the opinion page 
and introduced the Post’s audience to dozens 
of talented writers. An advocate of civil rights, 
democracy, human rights, and equality of op-

portunity, his thousands of unsigned editorials 
influenced public opinion and policy makers, 
including me. His forceful demand for justice 
when Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi was 
murdered will never be forgotten. He once 
said he believed there will always be a market 
for ‘‘really good, serious, readable, thoughtful, 
unpurchased, non-yelling opinion,’’ and pro-
vided it daily on the Post’s pages. I express 
my condolences to his wife Margaret Shapiro, 
and his children Alexandra, Joseph and Na-
thaniel, and his many friends and colleagues. 
His was a purposeful and dynamic life, and he 
will be missed. 

f 

HONORING MARCEL RIVAS 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th Congressional District of the 
great State of Florida, it is my honor to rise to 
honor Marcel Rivas for his extraordinary work 
in adoption, permanency, and child welfare. 

It was truly my privilege to nominate him for 
the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Insti-
tute’s Angel in Adoption award. Adoption gives 
hopeful parents an opportunity to raise a child 
they wouldn’t have otherwise. It also provides 
children with loving families and hope for the 
future. 

Over the course of his 27-year career as a 
child welfare professional, which includes 21 
years at the Children’s Home Society of Flor-
ida, Marcel has helped more than 3,000 chil-
dren find their forever families. He also 
streamlined countywide systems to expedite 
permanency via adoptions and worked with 
the child welfare system of care partners, ad-
vocating locally and statewide for, and on be-
half of, adoptive families to ensure their voices 
are valued and heard. 

I applaud him for the particular time and at-
tention that he has devoted to children with 
special needs and minority populations, who 
unfortunately are harder to place, but also 
have the greatest need for a safe and secure 
home environment. 

At Citrus Family Care Network, he oversees 
the education department, as well as the larg-
est Transitioning Youth Services Department 
in Florida, serving hundreds of young adults, 
ages 18 to 23, who have aged out of foster 
care. 

This is a critical and pivotal point in these 
young lives, and as a former educator and 
someone who has advocated on behalf of chil-
dren throughout my entire career. I am grate-
ful that they have Marcel to help guide them 
to reach their full potential. 

I thank Marcel Rivas for his hard work, dedi-
cation and all of the joy that he has helped 
bring to thousands of families. He truly is an 
angel. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues, my 
constituents of the 24th Congressional District 
of the great State of Florida, the residents of 
Miami-Dade and all Americans to please join 
me in celebrating Marcel Rivas’ remarkable 
achievements. 
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